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Wayne County Community College District (WCCCD’s)
Division of Student Services and the School of Con-
tinuing Education Global Conversations Speaker Se-
ries, offered students and the community an
opportunity to be educated outside traditional class-
rooms. The District presented the second                 in-
stallment in an ongoing series focused on the White
House and Southeast Michigan. The series is
moderated by Bankole Thompson, Senior Editor of
the Michigan Chronicle, author of the Obama series
Obama and Black Loyalty Vol. 1, and the
forthcoming books “Obama and Christian Loyalty
and Obama and Jewish Loyalty.”

The first installment of the “Presidential
Series was a panel discussion entitled Black Voters
and the Future of the Obama presidency in 2012.
The second installment of the series called
“Detroit and the White House: A Conversation
between Detroit Mayor Dave Bing and Bankole
Thompson,” followed on the heels of President
Obama’s Labor Day visit to Detroit, and Mayor Bing’s
visits to the White House.  Mr. Thompson is host of
“Center Stage with Bankole Thompson,” a weekly talk
show on WADL-TV 38.

Global Conversations Speaker SeriesWhat’s Inside
l   Study Abroad to Puerto Rico
l   10th Annual Passport to Africa
l   International Council Mentors
l   Nursing Student Journey at WCCCD
l   WCCCD Mentoring Program

Upcoming Events
• July 31, 2012 

International 
Student Orientation

• August 6, 2012
International 
Taste Fest

• November 12-16, 2012
International Education
Week

“Detroit and the White House: A Conversation between 
Detroit Mayor Dave Bing and Bankole Thompson”
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Puerto Rico
WCCCD study abroad students explore America’s ‘Enchanted Island’

You must know what to expect if you are ever going to take a hiking trip in the El Yunque

National Rainforest in Puerto Rico – you will get soaking wet. You are also forewarned to bring

along your beach towels and comfortable hiking shoes. It is believed that the area receives at

least 200 inches of rainfall annually and that is like billions of gallons of water falling from

the

sky each year.  During the week following Thanksgiving Day, 28 diverse students from             the-

Wayne County Community College District (WCCCD) spent a week in Puerto Rico to study con-

versational Spanish and art history at the University of Puerto Rico.  The educational sites they

visited included everything that the enchanted island has to offer—from the Old San Juan

Historic District, to the Castillo de San Felipe del Morro, (known as El Morro); one of the rec-

ognizable landmarks in Old San Juan and the museums, including The Museo de Historia,

Antropologia Y Arte, Museo de Las Americas, and Museo de Arte de Puerto Rico, are all

architectural wonders. The students were also awarded certificates of achievement from the

University of Puerto Rico’s College of General Studies and Interdisciplinary and Multicultural

Institute-INIM. 

WCCCD students’ stories of the weeklong trip are real and they point to the importance of

studying abroad and immersion into another culture and language. Student Ivan Kacir is

thankful and grateful for the opportunity the WCCCD Study Abroad Program afforded him to

become immersed in another culture and at the same time appreciate their diversity. “In our

week together we shared stories, laughter, and memories in a new land which I feel will remain

with us for a very long time. This is something that the magic of travel provides.
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WCCCD’s 10th Annual Passport to Africa   

Nursing Student on the Move
I am Cynthia Incitti, a Canadian international student.

In 2006, I began taking my Nursing Pre-requisite classes at
HFCC as a part-time student where I intended on applying
into the Nursing program.  After completing my
prerequisites, I was advised of a two-year wait list for

program acceptance.  Students at HFCC advised me to apply at WCCCD because they
were accepting students with 4.0 averages into their Nursing Program with no
"waiting  list."  I transferred all of my credits to WCCCD in 2008 where I completed one
year of full-time co-requisite Nursing classes.  

In Feb. of 2009, I applied to the Nursing Program for the fall semester and was
accepted!  Once the program began, I dedicated two years of hard studying and I
graduated in May, 2011.  During my educational experience, I found WCCCD's Nursing
Program to be incredibly tough, competitive and very challenging.  It was very difficult
to attend school full-time and keep a part-time job in Canada as well.  However, I had
some amazing Nursing instructors as well as incredible clinical instructors.  These
instructors at WCCCD helped me build a strong foundation in my Nursing knowledge
and allowed me to developed the confidence I needed in order to obtain employment
as an RN.  Upon graduation, I took the online Kaplan course in order to prepare for the
NCLEX.  Once I passed the NCLEX, I applied at many facilities as an RN.  

Currently, I am employed at one of the major hospitals in the metro-Detroit area
as a Registered Nurse in the Critical Care Step-Down Unit.  I love my new career, and I
am grateful for the wonderful education I received at WCCCD.  My advice to new
students applying into the Nursing Program is, do not give up, the program is designed
to make you the best Nurse that you can be, it may seem overwhelming at times, but
those who have the endurance to make it through are the graduates for whom
employers are searching...

Cynthia Marie Incitti 
Canadian Citizen

Wayne County Community
College District celebrated
the tenth year of Passport to
Africa with more than 1000
students, staff, and commu-
nity members at the
Downtown Campus for a day
of music, singing, dancing,
storytelling, to grow the
African marketplace. 

Passport to Africa has been part of the International Programs cultural landscape and
each year a committed team of the International Education Council, School of
Continuing Education, community partners, and staff volunteers work together to
transform the Downtown Campus into an African cultural oasis that celebrates African
heritage and showcases the cultures of Africans as we foster collaboration within our
local communities. 

Take in the sights, sounds and smells; the rhythmic, thumping beat of the drums, the
colorful, never-ending array of African textiles and crafts mix, and the tantalizing smell
of African cuisine, the event was a success. Highlights of the day included presentations
given by members of the International Education Council on the Seven Wonders of
Africa, Fashion Show organized by the staff of the International Programs office
including the history of the African Headwrapping and demonstrations of how to tie
the “gele”. 

Passport to Africa is one of many events under the umbrella of the international
programming at Wayne County Community College District and it offers family focus
education, entertainment and resources to the community.
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International Education Week is an opportunity to
celebrate the benefits of international education and
exchange worldwide. This joint initiative of the U.S.
Department of State and the U.S. Department of
Education is part of our efforts to promote programs
that prepare Americans for a global environment and
attract future leaders from abroad to study, learn, and
exchange experiences in the United States. 

Wayne County Community College District (WCCCD) cel-
ebrates International Education Week yearly with sev-
eral unique activities.  Co-sponsored by the
International Education Council, Student Services
Department, and the School of Continuing Education,

International Education Week features programs that
broaden international and cultural awareness at
WCCCD. 

Activities usually include panel discussions on hot
international issues, a fashion show, and a free food
event featuring appetizer-style dishes from around the
world. 

The 2012 International Education Week is scheduled for
November 12 – 16, 2012. For more information, contact
the International Programs and Global Partnership’s
office at (313) 496-2552 or e-mail ipgp@wcccd.edu.

It is not news that international
students contributed a large
amount to the United States
economy through tuition and
living expenses. We at Wayne
County Community College
District realize the economical
value and cultural richness that
international students bring to
the District; and we have noticed
that the path to value and
richness may require some
international students to face some challenges. These challenges include the
psychological distress international students face in different and often
difficult environments, a lack of networking opportunities, and language
barriers, and social challenges. 

The International Education Council set out a year ago to address some of these
challenges by designing an informal process to assist international students
with the academic and social experiences they desire. Recognizing that a

mentoring program can
reduce some barriers,
such as social isolation,
language barriers, and
diversities, the Vice
Chancellor for  International
Programs and Global
Partnership worked with
the International Education
Council to match interna-
tional students with council
members. 

Wayne County Community College District is aware of the growing number of
international students enrolling at the institution and implementing the
mentoring program has helped in accommodating these students and allows
for all ethnicities to build relationships with one another instead of limiting
their experiences to their own culture. To date we have over 50 students
participating in the mentoring program. 

International Council Mentoring

WCCCD Mentoring Program

My name is Serafino Valigini and I am an international student from
Canada. Since my commencement at WC3 I have been involved with
the mentoring program via the International Programs department.
The International Education Committee members have served as my
mentors and have been instrumental for me finding a place within the
Wayne County Community College District and with customs found
here in the United States of America. 

Many international students have barriers to overcome and at the same
time, ensure they do not fall behind in the academics and continue to
do the best they can to reach their goals. The mentors are there to help
us overcome these barriers and continue to work behind the scenes to
ensure international students do not fail in their goals. Kudos to the
mentors and thank you for all you have done thus far.

Serafino Valigini
Canadian Student


